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AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS DATA 

298. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 

You are very kind, Mr Speaker. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Don’t wake up the people at home! 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right. 

I refer to the Premier’s comments on 6PR to Gareth Parker on 2 August, questioning the quality of Australian 
Bureau of Statistics census data. Does he have any evidence to support his wild accusations? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Dawesville, and I am pleased that he has found his voice. Ordinarily, I am signing off on 
some of the most ludicrous questions ever asked in any Parliament in the Westminster system that are being put 
forward by the member for Dawesville and his merry team of Young Liberals in the Dawesville electorate office. 
They all get down there on the weekend and drink chardonnay. 
The SPEAKER: Premier, can you get back to the question, please. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: They catch their Uber down there, drink their Leeuwin Estate and sit there thinking about 
how to ask questions about how many pens, pencils and highlighters the government is using, what colour the 
highlighters are and how often the Premier has used a highlighter in question. That is where the member for 
Dawesville is at. I realise he is a young man, but one day, hopefully, he will grow up! 
In relation to—what was the question again? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I should not have allowed that last question. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The evidence for why the census was so flawed is that the state has just lost $1.9 billion. 
The GST system that the federal government failed to do anything about means that we have lost $1.9 billion. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! We are nearly at the end. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Obviously, the state opposition supports the decision to take $1.9 billion away from 
Western Australia. That is the natural conclusion we can draw from the way it is behaving. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The census essentially found that between March and June this year, our population had 
declined, according to a comparison between the two figures, by 60 000 people. That has culminated in 
a consequential loss of around $1.9 billion over the next four years in GST revenue. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not know about you, Mr Speaker, but I remember the census last year, and it was 
a complete dog’s breakfast. It was a catastrophe. The Liberal Party might justify it. It is now justifying the loss of 
GST to Western Australia. It was a flawed census last year, but my colleagues and I are standing up for our state, 
unlike the Liberal Party. 
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